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to manage and police. Lower Falinge  
became an isolated neighbourhood and 
crime rates increased.  

Rochdale Boroughwide Housing are  
committed to providing modern, energy  
efficient homes on the estate and this site 
has been chosen specifically because of the 
large unused areas of bitmac and concrete 
that form most of the site.  Additionally, 
previous consultation on the area has  
highlighted this part of the estate as being 
one of the most negatively viewed. An  
opportunity therefore exists to respond to 
the available space, as well as begin to deal 

with many of the  
existing negative  
perceptions of the  
estate to both the  
people who live there 
and the wider  
population of  
Rochdale. 

The much needed  
regeneration works will 
comprise the  
demolition of two of the 
maisonette blocks and 
a public house, with 
the construction of 30 
new dwellings and all 
associated site works 

Casey secures £3.4 million Casey secures £3.4 million Casey secures £3.4 million Casey secures £3.4 million     
development for Rochdale development for Rochdale development for Rochdale development for Rochdale     
Boroughwide HousingBoroughwide HousingBoroughwide HousingBoroughwide Housing     

and drainage. The new dwellings form a mix 
of two, three and four bedroom affordable 
houses as well as two and three bedroom 
single storey dwellings to Lifetime Homes 
standards. These are arranged in 11 blocks 
around a landscaped / home zone area. 
Each of the dwellings is provided with its 
own enclosed private garden to the rear. 

The site has presented a number of  
interesting challenges regarding how to  
architecturally respond to the context. On 
the one hand, the site has the challenge of 
dealing with the industrial sheds and  
warehouse buildings to the south of the site 
whilst also responding to the size and  
material ‘hardness’ of the surrounding 
1970’s blocks. The proposed pallete of new 
building materials has been selected to be 
contemporary whilst being complementary 
to the surrounding existing blocks. 

Casey has been awarded an 
exciting project to construct 
a new development on the 
Lower Falinge Estate in 
Rochdale.  

At the time of its original  
construction in the 1970’s, 
the Lower Falinge Estate 
clearly reflected the  
aspirations at the time for  
improving council housing in 
the UK.  These were modern, well-serviced 
flats within an open green setting accessed 
by pedestrian walkways and separated from 
cars and busy through-roads. The residents 
who moved to the Lower Falinge Estate, 
many of whom were elderly,  
benefited from the improved living  
conditions the new flats offered over the  
run-down Victorian terraces. 

However, in practice, this approach was 
soon found to be wanting. Lack of any  
definition between private and public space 
and the absence of any recognisable street 
network meant the estate became difficult 

 

 

The facades of the new dwellings will be in  
keeping with the existing maisonettes. 



Construction is the most dangerous Construction is the most dangerous Construction is the most dangerous Construction is the most dangerous 
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HSE Inspectors are here to help us and not 
just provide enforcement action on  
discovering a breach of health and safety 
law. On a normal inspection visit an HSE 
Inspector would expect to look at the work-
place, the work activities, our management 
of health and safety, and to check that we 
are complying with health and safety law. 
The Inspector may offer guidance or advice 
to help us. They may also talk to our  
employees and our H&S Representatives, 
take photographs and samples, serve  
improvement notices and take action if 
there is a risk to health and safety which 
needs to be dealt with immediately. 

On finding a breach of health and safety 
law, the Inspector will decide what  
enforcement action to take. In most cases 
action will include: 

Informal Action     Informal Action     Informal Action     Informal Action     Where the breach is  
relatively minor, the Inspector may tell us 
what to do to comply with the law and  
explain why. This advice can be verbal or 
written. 

Health, Safety and WelfareHealth, Safety and WelfareHealth, Safety and WelfareHealth, Safety and Welfare    
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Improvement Notice     Improvement Notice     Improvement Notice     Improvement Notice     Where the breach is 
more serious, the Inspector may issue an 
Improvement Notice to do something to 
comply with the law. The notice will detail 
what needs to be done, why and by when. 
The time allowed to take the action will be 
at least 21 days, to allow us time to appeal 
to an Industrial Tribunal if we so wish. The 
Inspector can take further legal action if the 
notice is not complied with within the 21 
day period. 

Prohibition Notice     Prohibition Notice     Prohibition Notice     Prohibition Notice     Where an activity  
involves, or will involve, a risk of serious 
personal injury, the Inspector may serve a 
prohibition notice stopping the activity  
immediately and not allowing it to be  
resumed until remedial action has been 
taken. The notice again will explain why the 
action is necessary.  

Prosecution     Prosecution     Prosecution     Prosecution     In some cases the Inspector 
may consider it necessary to initiate a pros-
ecution. Unlimited fines and in some cases 
imprisonment may be imposed for serious 
breaches of health and safety law. 

Twenty one million households in the UK, Twenty one million households in the UK, Twenty one million households in the UK, Twenty one million households in the UK, 
Isle of Man and Guernsey use gas for heat-Isle of Man and Guernsey use gas for heat-Isle of Man and Guernsey use gas for heat-Isle of Man and Guernsey use gas for heat-
ing, hot water and cooking, yet we take it for ing, hot water and cooking, yet we take it for ing, hot water and cooking, yet we take it for ing, hot water and cooking, yet we take it for 
granted that our boilers, cookers and gas granted that our boilers, cookers and gas granted that our boilers, cookers and gas granted that our boilers, cookers and gas 
fires are safe.fires are safe.fires are safe.fires are safe.    

You should have your gas appliances safety 
checked every year by a Gas Safe  
registered engineer. Badly fitted and poorly 
serviced gas cookers, fires and boilers can 
put you at risk from carbon monoxide  
poisoning, gas leaks, fires and explosions. 
Carbon monoxide is a highly poisonous gas. 
You can’t see it, taste it or smell it, but it can 
kill quickly with no warning. 

Stay Gas Safe in your home with these tips:Stay Gas Safe in your home with these tips:Stay Gas Safe in your home with these tips:Stay Gas Safe in your home with these tips:    

• Always use a Gas Safe registered engi-
neer to fit, fix and service gas appliances 
– it’s the law and will help keep you safe. 

• Always ask to see an engineer’s Gas Safe 
Register ID card and check the back of 
the card to ensure they are qualified for 
the specific type of gas work you need. 

• Have all your gas appliances safety 
checked every year. 

• Recognise the symptoms of carbon mon-
oxide poisoning: headaches, dizziness, 
nausea, breathlessness, collapse and 
loss of consciousness. 

• Check gas appliances for warning signs 
that they are not working properly e.g. lazy 
yellow flames instead of crisp blue ones, 
black marks or stains on or around the 
appliance and too much condensation in 
the room. 

• Buy an audible carbon monoxide 
alarm for your home and locate it near to 
your gas appliances. Carbon monoxide 
can leak from appliances and kill. 

• Only use gas appliances for their  
 intended purpose e.g. don’t use a gas 

oven for heating or a gas barbeque inside. 

• Always ensure there is enough ventilation 
for your appliances to allow them to burn 
correctly. Make sure you are not blocking 
any of the appliance’s air vents. 

• Anybody working with gas has to be Gas Anybody working with gas has to be Gas Anybody working with gas has to be Gas Anybody working with gas has to be Gas 
Safe registered by law.Safe registered by law.Safe registered by law.Safe registered by law.    Report someone Report someone Report someone Report someone 
working without registrationworking without registrationworking without registrationworking without registration    or call Gas or call Gas or call Gas or call Gas 
Safe Register to find an engineer on the Safe Register to find an engineer on the Safe Register to find an engineer on the Safe Register to find an engineer on the 
free phone number 0800 408 5500.free phone number 0800 408 5500.free phone number 0800 408 5500.free phone number 0800 408 5500. 

An analysis of the Health & Safety Executive’s figures for workplace accidents, released July An analysis of the Health & Safety Executive’s figures for workplace accidents, released July An analysis of the Health & Safety Executive’s figures for workplace accidents, released July An analysis of the Health & Safety Executive’s figures for workplace accidents, released July 
2012, revealed that it is the construction industry that has the worst fatal injury statistics 2012, revealed that it is the construction industry that has the worst fatal injury statistics 2012, revealed that it is the construction industry that has the worst fatal injury statistics 2012, revealed that it is the construction industry that has the worst fatal injury statistics 
amongst the key industries in Britain.amongst the key industries in Britain.amongst the key industries in Britain.amongst the key industries in Britain.    

The HSE regularly carries out ‘blitzes’ across different sectors.  During September, they are 
carrying out a major inspection and enforcement initiative concentrating on refurbishment  
projects around the country. 

This initiative, set to finish on Friday 27 September, focuses on falls from height, good site  
order, structural stability, asbestos, respirabile silica and welfare. 

What to expect when an HSE Inspector calls 

Gas Safety Week 
16 — 22 September 
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Marc Houldsworth, Building Control  
Surveyor at Manchester City Council, is  
using his interest in photography to raise 
money for a charity that has recently  
provided wonderful care for a member of his 
family. 

Livy, the 5 year old daughter of Marc’s 
cousin was diagnosed with a neuroblastoma 
last year.  She has gone through a very  
difficult time with surgery, chemo and radio-
therapy but is now on the road to  

Manchester City Council Surveyor using photography skills to raise money for children’s cancer charity 

Introducing the King’s Gardens site team, Southport 

working well togetherworking well togetherworking well togetherworking well together    

Community Garden Planting 

Missing from the group  
photo is Ronan Barnett, 
above.  Ronan finished  
studying at Southport College 
this summer and has joined 
our team as assistant to Andy 
Vickers, Site Manager. 

From left: Kristian Dawson — groundworker; Andy Vickers — Site Manager; Jamie Howarth — groundworker; Stephen Ashton — machine operator; Bill Skillings — Site 
Foreman; Robert Parker— groundworker;  Lee Millington — groundworker; Andy McKenzie — gangerman; Ben Henshall —  groundworker; and Paul Cross — machine 
operator. 

recovery, and CLIC Sargent for children with 
cancer (www.clicsargent.org.uk) have  
supported her all the way. 

You can view Marc’s remarkable  
photographs here http://www.flickr.com/
photos/marchouldsworth/sets/  and  
receive copies in exchange for a donation to 
the charity.  He’ll also do commissions.  All 
the info you’ll need to get in touch is on this 
Flickr page. 

 

Roy Smith (left) and David  
Daltrey, joiners on the King’s 
Gardens project, are so  
enthusiastic about the work 
they are doing on the Venetian 
Bridge that they have been 
making their own photographic 
diary of their work.  It’s a big job 
and we’ll show you the finished 
bridge in a future edition. 

There has been 
lots of planting 
activity at Kings 
Gardens during 
September, with 
schools and  
community groups 
getting involved. 

Local community 
group, The 
Friends of Kings  
Gardens, have 
been monitoring 
progress on site 
and keeping us on our toes.  They have 
some great images and comments on 
their facebook page  
facebook.com/kingsgardenssouthport 

Check out Southport Yesteryear who has 
also been keeping a close eye on us, 

and who has 
some fantastic 
old photos of the 
town on his 
page. 
 
 

facebook.com/pages/Southport-
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There is always a lot of input required to produce this newsletter, and it’s a team effort.  We would like to say a big Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! to all  
contributors to this issue: James Billing, Phil Hey, Paul Turner, Graham Lang, Pete Burgess, Andy Vickers and Tony Doran 

Casey’s part in Castlefield historyCasey’s part in Castlefield historyCasey’s part in Castlefield historyCasey’s part in Castlefield history    

caseycompanies 

In 78AD, Agricola and his troops established a military outpost on a In 78AD, Agricola and his troops established a military outpost on a In 78AD, Agricola and his troops established a military outpost on a In 78AD, Agricola and his troops established a military outpost on a     
plateau near a crossing point on the River Medlock.  The wooden fort plateau near a crossing point on the River Medlock.  The wooden fort plateau near a crossing point on the River Medlock.  The wooden fort plateau near a crossing point on the River Medlock.  The wooden fort 
was called Mamuciam, or ”breast shaped hill” (also known as was called Mamuciam, or ”breast shaped hill” (also known as was called Mamuciam, or ”breast shaped hill” (also known as was called Mamuciam, or ”breast shaped hill” (also known as     
Mancunium).  The fort was rebuilt in stone in about 200AD, and a civilian Mancunium).  The fort was rebuilt in stone in about 200AD, and a civilian Mancunium).  The fort was rebuilt in stone in about 200AD, and a civilian Mancunium).  The fort was rebuilt in stone in about 200AD, and a civilian 
settlement grew up around it.  The fort fell to ruin when the Romans settlement grew up around it.  The fort fell to ruin when the Romans settlement grew up around it.  The fort fell to ruin when the Romans settlement grew up around it.  The fort fell to ruin when the Romans     
withdrew around 410AD and the settlement disappeared.   withdrew around 410AD and the settlement disappeared.   withdrew around 410AD and the settlement disappeared.   withdrew around 410AD and the settlement disappeared.       

However, the Domesday book shows that a village called Mamecester However, the Domesday book shows that a village called Mamecester However, the Domesday book shows that a village called Mamecester However, the Domesday book shows that a village called Mamecester 
existed in 1086 in the area of the current Cathedral, and in time the existed in 1086 in the area of the current Cathedral, and in time the existed in 1086 in the area of the current Cathedral, and in time the existed in 1086 in the area of the current Cathedral, and in time the 
village name changed to Manchester.village name changed to Manchester.village name changed to Manchester.village name changed to Manchester.    

During this medieval period, the area 
around the Roman fort was used for 
agriculture.  In the middle ages the fort 
came to be known as ‘The Castle-in-the-
Field’, later abbreviated to Castlefield. 

IndustrialisationIndustrialisationIndustrialisationIndustrialisation    
It is said that the Bridgewater Canal, 
completed in 1761 and bringing coal 
from Worsley, marked the start of the 
industrial revolution.  This halved the 
price of coal, making steam power  
commercially viable. 

The Rochdale Canal and a network of 
branch canals were built and joined the 
Bridgewater Canal at Lock 92,  
accelerating the building of warehouses 
and trading establishments here. 

Manchester became a centre for  
producing cotton and the extended canal 
system meant timber, grain, potatoes, 
cotton, yarn and chemicals as well as 
coal were transported into the devel-
oping industrial centre of Manchester.  
Once the railways arrived in the 1830s, 
with the world’s first passenger station 
on Liverpool Road, the engineering 
works and warehouses became as important as the 
cotton mills. 

During the 20th Century, canal and rail transport  
declined and the Castlefield area became derelict. 

ReReReRe----discoverydiscoverydiscoverydiscovery    
In the late 70s, archaeological societies started to pay 
attention to this important historical area and the  
foundations of the Roman fort were uncovered.   

Castlefield was designated the first 
Urban Heritage Park in 1982 and  
Casey worked with Manchester City 
Council to create a reconstruction of a 
section of the fort in 1984.  Developers  
began to refurbish the warehouses and 
turn them into homes and offices. 

RegenerationRegenerationRegenerationRegeneration    
When the Central Manchester Develop-
ment Corporation was set up later in 
the 80s, it provided funding for  
Castlefield’s regeneration.  

Casey was awarded a series of exciting 
projects to transform the area.  The 
works involved clearing out and  
rebuilding canal sections, recreating 
towpaths with York Stone and using the 
original canal capping stones,  
refurbishment of the locks, creating the 
authentic cobbled road on Castle 
Street, as well as hard and soft land-
scaping throughout the area. 

Casey also installed the wooden swing 
bridge in front of Middle Warehouse, 
and the spectacular Merchant’s Bridge 
between Slate Wharf and Catalan 

Square, as well as the cast iron bridges. They went 
on to construct the innovative amphitheatre style 
arena on Staffordshire Wharf, and the Castlefield 
Visitors Centre.   

Castlefield is now a sought-after residential and  
commercial area, with a lively social scene and plenty 
of canalside restaurants and bars — one of the  
loveliest places in the City Centre.  Especially during 
this year’s glorious summer weather! 

Middle Warehouse,1950 and today 

Castlefield Junction 1987 and today 

The Roman fort as it would have been set out around 200AD, and today 

Grocers Warehouse 1987 and today 

Merchant’s Bridge 

For more information about the history of Castlefield, check out  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castlefield and for some great photos  http://www.canalscape.net/ 

 

 


